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Satire’s my weapon; but {’m too discreet 
Jo run a-wuck end till at all I meet. 
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NATURE OF GOVERNMENT. 
Sa | 
f the Fower of— 


The People superior te—and the Founvation 0 
Monarchs—Nobility—and ail the gradations of Authoriy, 


By nature crowned, each patriarch sate, 


-- 

- 

_ 

~~ 
. 


King, priest, and parcut of lis growing st 


THE natere of government should be well understood. 
It is the d6usiness of all: aud the interests of every man 
are to be calculated generally by bis Knowledge of the situa. 
tion he holds, and that which he ts entitled to hold in) so- 
Were ail men qualified, or rather, would) men qua. 


ny 


would cease, and tyrants be remen.bered in all countries, 


chety. 
dify themselves to judge correctly upon this topic, (ra 


as wild beasts are in this, only as things that have preyed 


upon the welfare of the country. Nature never made «@ 


slave. ‘This is the basis of all correct political reasoning. 
What has never been made by ralure, cau have no radurad 


Tvrants therefore have no ralural justification 


of theiy usurpation. It 


it 
their flatterers to call them nodée animals. 


existence. 


has been a common sinile wit 


Phe doa ruies 
over the forest: and degrees of natural superiority wre ob. 
served throughout the various genera of creation, from this 
it is argued that similar degrees of inferiority cxist amongst 
men; that kings are made of finer clay, and cast in moulds 
of greater beauty :—that lords and ladies, though not 
made of quite such fine materials as the royal hardware, 
are still the ching trinkels of the nation, 
rior to the common wedgewood pottery of 
people, 

this; and ail the pious guardians of our rights from 
sainéed Sidmouth to the saintly Wilberforce. If more evi. 


Jence should be required of its truth, Mr, Ca 


and very supe. 


the mass of 


Lord Castlereagh, questiontess, would swear 


the 


nning blush. 


Ce ee 
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ing for his plebian, and exulting in his patrician composi. 
tion, wiil ratify the veracity of the statement by an aflida. 
vit upon the records of the Lisbon Job; or even apon the 
red.bock itself, the creed and bible of his carthly hopes. 
And yet, with all ihis testimony in its favor, its truth may 


The original simile is fadse, and the 


be fairly Coubted. 


couctusions drawn from il are erroneous. It is but rarely 


that similes ran on all fours, The royal simile of kings 
and wild beasts has not even two. Not but that kings 


nave been brutes enough in many ages; and as ferocious 


as tle (yrauts of the forests, whether called lions, OV lyzers, 


or wolves, or hyenas, Tl the palm ot barbarity were to be 


contended for by this royal race of two and four lezeed 
animals, the Auman savages would doabtless reign su. 


preme over tortured minds and mangled bodies. But there 
is this essontial difference, inthe wature of the animals, to 


ve reconciled. “though the lion has been pompously call. 
ed Aine of the forest; lel it be remembered, that he is nod 
King over the lions; andif the Auman race are to have 


kings, it would follow that 


kings, because the brutes have gs, 
every man should be amonarch, as every lion is a king, 
Lions neither govern lions, nor plunder lions, wor cat up 
lions, Surely then the despot who founds his title upon ar. 
cuments derived from this sublime source, will condescend 
to allow, that while he is vod expected to be beller, he can 
have no plea for being worse than the lion, which has been 
the case with every despot that has ever lived, 

From the position, that wadure never made a slave, re. 
sult, tis conclusion—that one of the same species was 
Jhis eternaland immu. 


never BORN do serve another. 


table principle admitted; and no man can disprove it; it 
follows, thatif service be needed, it must be voluntary on 
rational service must be 


This is the 


the part of those who serve ; and 


purchased ox returned to the party serving, 








first Jink in the great chain of society. Man was not born 
fo serve: but he finds that he needs assistance, and thcre- 
fore must assist others, that he may secure good oflices 
when he shall be in want of them. ‘l'o hear a court para. 
site, or Lord Castlereagh talk about kings and legitimacy, 
and the cause of social order, in the present day, would it 
not be imagined, that kings formed man, founded society, 
and administered to their poor feeble subjects all the bless- 
ings of which humanity is capable? 

but every school-boy knows the reverse—knows that 
Kings are incapable for the most part of any good, and ge- 
nerally remarkable for the magnitude of the evils with 
which they have deluged the world. The parasites of state 
are much in the habit of referring us to the 6‘ older times,” 
when absolute power was undisputed, and therefore readi- 
ly believed divine. But they fix ¢he period in which 
Kings and absolute monarchy had debased the world and 
almost annihilated thought; and triumphantly refer us to 
those instances of submission on the part of arace over 
whom aman of sense would have deemed it ignominy to 
reign, There is one argument fatal, decidedly fatal to the 
pretended divine right of kings, in this incontrovertible 


SO 


much for the divine or7g2 of these pretended wice-gcrents 


position—there was a time when there were no kings. 
of heaven, and their divine authority. All the profane re- 
cords of history, inform us of the means by which kings 
were made, and of the parties who made them; which is 
surely suflicient evidence to prove that they are dess than 
men, ina collective capacity, although, afder election, su- 
perior fo man in his individual person. But the religious 
records give them a /dfer, anda more infamous or/ gin. 
The first king of Isracl was given that restless people as @ 
of 


of whieh 


curse, for refusing to be satisfied with the protection 
1 
4 


ag 2 


the devil would have more reason to be proud; for upon 


the living God. So much for the divine ri: 


this ground, his satannic majesty is the Aing of kings, in 


an earth/y point of view; he being the legitimate mo. 


narch appointed by the most high to curse all the world; 


‘; sare 
Gist Ti¢ ts 


while [PLS veceegereats, the petty hings of little 


are supposed (oO have their canacittes faxed to the extrome. 


' 
A 


hy thetr exertion to curse their particular states, And 
this opinion is further confivined by a reference te the 
falsehood, prevarication, duplicity, and infamy which 
} t . 

have been attached to kingly procecdings tn all countries 
) it our ( , ° . hit oe re ¥ . av | ° le yofr . } , Poor pty 
bal ot WH o-—Whick subicrenay demonstrate tie cegllee 
praée policy to proceed only from the areat fathor of Lles. 
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and that legitimate kings were originally imposed upor 
socicty as the great scourges of mankind. 

Having thus disposed of the divine right to do wrone, 
and of the period in which kings were introduced, and be. 
came absolute, let us look at the origin of socicty, aud see 
whether the appointment of a king could have contem. 
plated, or would have been possible, at the commence. 
ment of social life. If the Wild beasts ef the forest had as. 
sembled to chuse a king, in the disparity of different 
claims urged by different animals, there might have been 


Sa. 


gacity, speed, strength, and beauty might have had their 


some reason to dispute upon the different pretensions. 


different votaries 3 and the contest could never have been 
ended. But ifan assembly of liens had assembled to chuse 
a monarch for themselves, if they could have been so stu. 
pid, the proposition must have fallen to the ground, for 
WHAT LLON could have had superior claims to the rest 
of the community of lions 2?) Or what lion would have been 
impudent enough to stand forward, and claim the right of 
dominion over the rest? The Zion would have stood in 
need of no protection from the lion; and it would conse. 
quently have been useless or worse than useless, to estab. 
lish an authority which cowld be of no benefit: and which 
miché be more than mischievous. But what should we 
think of a vace of lions which elected ene dion the master 
of the rest, and fed him daily with the richest food, and 
sacrificed their own appetites, and the appetites of their 
young ones, to appease his voracity, and indulge his indo- 
lence? Instead of dons, we should be apt to set them 
down as asses; and feel inclined to pull their terrific skins 
over their cars, and shew them in their proper form. 
Change the names, if you please; and suppose a society 
of men assembled to deliberate on the proposition, whether 
it were prudent to set one in authority over the rest :—to 
build hima splendid patace by the labour of the rest: to 
endow him with absolute power to dispose of the lives and 
property of the vest, and to arm him witha force sufficient 


to enforce every caprice of his inclination! Could such 2 


re) 


proposal be made to an assembly, of which no one had more 


V5 ( nla 


right, move natural pretensions, than another? 


any man yveuture to Esk an assembly of his fellows to give hun 


; ny 2 ; , . } : eer ‘ r 
any such power; lf one shauld be found impudent enough 
’ iA ry = ° ] ee ee - 
to ark. could the rest be stupid enough t@ grant such al 
, 3 oll -@ y : ; De , a . | : , | ) 
Cui ‘ And vw © id it hat UC ihe lity of aim <«iss¢ nh y 
+ * 
. : } “ ncn?! } . ? ? . oe . = yt 
re 1O SUCAa Propgsar Dy the bastinago, or the AnNOus 
. °,° i] 
‘ . } , - , , oo - , . 1. : = : = P 
i if th (fanmade arsuments of tae day are geo 
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any thing, they must oats that this was the case: 
kings from the first ages nave been all like the Bourbons 
of the present day: bcadieT wise the antiquity fails to the 
ground, and the enlightencd moderns, are found guilty of 
subscribing to an ab urdity , of which the most ignorant sa. 
vage W ould fee! ashamed, 

The fact that all mew are dorn equal, being incontestible ; 
and as we have proved that in the earliest age, this equality 
existe (:—-and that in the savage stafe it still exists; we 
arrive at the paradox, that wherever civilization has exten. 
ced, usurpation has unifounly at’ended its progress, and 
as uni ormiy tended to repress im,»rovement, and to stifle 
as much as possible the powers of the mind :—that in most 
usurpation has counteracted all the advaucement of 
and combated tie s most deadly foe : 
in its bosom and 


Cases 


aris as it 


red 


science, 


and that society has generally fost 

ti d with its blood, a viper aeeirully stinging it ty the 
quick, or an ilsaiiate deeeh continually draining from its 
parent the vital fuid. It has however been reserved for 


this age to produce casuists lo prove that to tear out the 
heart and to bleed to death, are tae best remedics for ple. 
thora and palpitation, 

All power boingderived lfrom the people, was cither obtain. 
admuitied from carelessness, assumed by 
rosubm ite d to by cowardice, it follows that all 
power belongs tu the Pie is controllable by them and 
may be given or taken away by their wall. fi results 
wisu that any as sei pete 2 of power without the consent of 


ed by ther comsenrst 
violence, 


the people is usurpation, aud may not only be destroyed 
by them, but the usurper may be punished as guilty of 
TREASON aorcinst the people. Powcr obtained by stra. 


aventis but little disttnguished in point of moral guilt; but 
when that power which has been obfdined by del “sion, is 
attempted to be supported by Jurce asainst ‘the re turning 


reason of the people, then it becomes more criminal than 


origuial even usurpation; as the assassin of fhe night isa 
inure dreadtal character than the robber of the day. The 
King wie onty pretends to bnild his tithe upon hissword is 
an honoits uhle wae compared with the king or minister, 
who iaving boon entrusted with authority to serve, betray 
it to1ajure ihe peopie 3 and tarn upon the nation the sword 
furnished te defend its interests. dle who at once appeals 
to force, admits that authority is the right of the strongest; 
and the PHOPELS must ever be STRONGER than any 
part of theinselves. This orfgin of power, by dividing 
and deceiving, enables the few who govern to oppress 
aud plunder, Hut ta such cases, it ts not a strong. 
er pewer that injures the people. Tt is a sore crafiy 


capacity, which makes use of the s/rerg het the people 


against their real interests, or destroys that strength by 
Placing it in array azainst itself. Pudfic strength, or the 
power of the people consists in their enion, When ana. 


dlonembraces the same opinion, all idea of compelling that 
nation te tink or act diifercut from the sentiment it enter. 
tains is an idle furlacy, can besuflicient for 
Such a pripose, th e free, il es sifiicicnl 
that a.?) The nedionael will is a wea that 
encountered with success. ‘The chaits of Spain 
lolland at the instant she refused to wear them any 
; aud the fettersof Hugland dropped from the limbs 


No power 
or ration to b 
wilds 


S/l¢ Non 
a 


Caunot be 
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e American, at the moment that he declared his inde. 
pendence, When Pngland d te coinply with the ex. 
cottons of the faced Charles, every st D take ‘no by that Mo- 
narch to subdue the nation led himself onward to t 
fold, on which he expiated the crime freadson against 
his people. ‘The peo, te had no sooner determined to resist 
the usurpations of his sou and successor James, than the 
cowardly despot tiled from the country im which a braver 
tyrant wourd have purchased a grave by his resistance to the 
spirit of the people. Sucheflects must aly ays follow such 


relus 


‘ he ~ al 


Ot tus 


causes. Sfrenglh is poser: aud strength resides ouly 
with the people, Keven the sfreneck by whioh despotism 
snbdues them is their ozwzn, prostituted and purchased by 


their own property to root out their freedom, and destroy 
thei: happiness, Who. fis hts the hattle of the tyrant ? 
THis PEOPLE. Who ‘di fr ays the ¢ Ypences ol the 


Court? the peopie! from whence results the revenues with 


which foreign wars and domestic govern. nt is conducted. 
he people still :—th people. Though Kings have long 


arms, they will not werk :—they produce nothing :—they 
neither bid corn grow. nor commerce tlourish : they even 


consider it désgracefud and mean, to follow the occupations 
which produce thoir revennes, They were only born fo 
cousume the labours of the industrious. andto share in the 


gains of the successfol. And yet their authority is from 
heaven, and their right divine! How different their réohé 


divine . trom the divine right of the Creator. FL produ. 


ces all thines, and distributes them throughout die world, 
claiming and reserving nothing forhimself, bat the tribute 
of a grateful people prostrate at dhe shrine of thousand 


aud ten thousaud benetits received and promise@. Phe morial 
deity, on the contrary, withont adding one 


jota to the productions of nature, em with ar 


the power of 


¢onsuses th 


extravagance without limits, and sorcads only want and 
necessity among those whom he depitves of sustenance, It 


‘ na nicheo 
Wighareswys 


their reign quite 
any othe: 


have been. the 
the f fe: 


CHE ILO , Vl 
. 
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Bin ? 
Prue al 


that there re 
vot carry 


nte:— 


is true 
who do 
an exte 


=e sar | 
mavy now oe, 


+, , 
LO SUC 


who budd thee on 


ground than the conscat of the people are of the c¢ lass de. 
scribed,— they may occ: : jonally relax the pressure Of (heis 


Insolence :—convineed themselves that they are mocking 
heaven, as well as Sadios the wad they may, fearful 


of discevery and punishment, occasionally loosen the bond: 


of their misrule, and by a relaxation of restraint induce 
the people to be patient, until it suit the pretended vice 
gerent of heaven to draw the cords again tighter, and 


strangle if it suit him the happiness of the nation, 

[f kings possess no divine right, and can shew nothing 
but himman authority for their misdeeds, ministers, privy 
counsellors, lords and members of parliament will not pre. 
tend to any higher pretence their titles and authority. 
Yet they often act with as much presumption, and with as 
little regard for the welfare of their mesfers, and constitu. 
But While monarchs are generally silly, proud, and 
infatuated adherents to mistaken notions, and the prejudices 


for 


CHS. 


of education, courtiers of all sorts, whether members of 
an Pinglish parliament, or lords of a French bedchamber, 
are artful knaves, Who make use of their master’s right 


the devil with the Pe. who are sills 


le. tie 


divine, to play 








ele 
SCS Tu 
rr. e 
ihe various 
Ounis, snags ela ws. 
Une CeASa ler vation, 


must first however, ask what are the lurds ? 
classification of dukes, earls, vise 
&c. may be passed ever as 
Phe common term of ** lords’ 
of to signify the whule spec 
since they prefer the title, claim to be per ecstarsty 
and brave, and honest: or ta be belie 
swers their purpose just as well. ‘This thoy claim, in com. 
mon with kings by devine rights and thus asecond order of 
lords by dézine right is establisiied. ‘They d use tite 
pirase, itis true; but their practice, aud their reasoning 
rs all busit on this assamprion. As fds Ly divine right 
been proved to have no repitadde wuthority that is 


Ot. 
¢ XI 

iS 40 this country made use 
Os, There men, or fords, 
Wise 


“ed so. Wiiell ane 


»not 


. 
teeparae 
save 


‘ . / . . . 
not mere/y human, lords by divine right, cannot pretend to 
much higher respect. The people made the king. and the 
king generally makes the lords ¢ so thai the authority of 


the lords isa secondehand delegation frou the pegnie, and 
consequent! y the people are superior to th ah’ ds, in as 
much as they originate the power whieh wales the lords, 


J he race al nutes has however 
race of Aings. In addition to betug born wise, brave, and 
honest, they are also generally born rich:—-for the first 
made able man was not satistied wath bis tithe, and the pri- 
vi se of beve iting heroes, legislators. for poole. 
rity. he must bave an estate given to lim, to proviie for 
the future wants of his proseny of heroes, levislators, and 
sages. It may be asked whether such a race of extraor- 
diuary betugs could not like other men tind estates for them. 
selves, and 
society. To thisit is answered, succeeding gone. 
rations might not be ab/e fu d ar willing to reward 
all the wésdom that the founder of avoble family intends to 
beget for the advantage of the world ; so that it is abso. 
lutely necessary to obtain wrth @ditle the means of sup. 
porting that title. Well then from whence proceeds the 
means? from the people? no! certainly not. It is the 
king that gives both title and estate: since heis the fountain 
of both weal/h and power. Wut where does he obtain it ? 
Does he divide with his neco-made noble what the people 
have allotted to himselj 2) Does he share his revenue with 
the new peer? Oh! no! dle has barely enough for him. 
self. die cannot spare a farthing from his own allotment, 
norarood of Jand. He quarters the nobleman upon the 
people, under the plea that he haus served the nation! Is 
Hot this again recurring to the people as the Gasis of all 
power, and the reservotr of wealth and of reward, of 
which the king is only the fountain, or spout through which 
it runs, to use the metaphor of Mr. Paine? Noblemen 
therefore are NOT superior to the people. They have only 
been more fortunate than the rest; in obtaining for a 
momenta! y service, a lasting compensation ; ; and an oppor. 
tunity of injuring the community which perhaps the foun. 
der of the family had partially served. ‘The mass of the 
people then neither are, nor ought to be the slaves of 
either king, or peers. The king was made, or permitted 
tobe made, by the people, not for his own sole good, but 
for theirs: and the noblemen shonld be grateful that the 
services of one man should have produced such an advan. 
tage to so many generations of his descendants, whether 


bye ' / ‘7? any } ' +} ’ 
een Ore CUMMING Wires memine 


and Sages 


be entrusted to carve out their own fortuses in 
NOt 


YCOVEK, 


they are orare not worthy of their progenitor, All virtue has | 
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arisen from the democratic f Is 
ot society which have tot bee torcidly assumed by wanton 
wickedness combined with acctucntal pow have been 
giver ta reward democratic exertion. ‘The FEAST KING 


sume signal servicer expected 
tle community. s/23 reght di. 
veradiéic virtue :—he was only preferred to 
the rest from his superior wisdom or prowess, ‘Toe refine. 
moatof civilization had not then discovered thatigaorcan ca 
aracrown, and imbecility be clothed int 
ine of wer, 

v4 ho Wore the founders of the 


reward 
the rest of 


was agniv clected to ; 
OV DC formed tor 


Vadis ae fie 


wigat Wwe at 
OVEerelon Pr 


families of the Gu ~ hs, the 


Gibbelines, the Bourbons, and all the royal pretenders that 
have been celebrated in the world? Were the yor ny 

soldiers, ov the brave commanders who frst fovradled 
these families, any thing more she ase domocraite adventurers, 
shorose toemimenc by their taleats and good fortune 2 tko 


matter " mw long thei ‘in heseonttunts have hela scepires, those 
who obfafved them originad/y must have been at least coral 
to any of it may be said that 
were supe rior. since to offa7n them ata thousand haza rds, DY 
overcoming a thousand prejudices, to remain sccare og a 
throne, and transmit it to their successors, must be M 
nitely more dificult than to sail on the sea of prejudices in 
their favour, and to ride on the credulity of a people already 
disposed to consider them with a favourable aspect, Where 
was the ortginal right, the divine preteusions of the robber 
Wiliam, who slaughtered the king of a free people, and 
bribed a mercenary clergy to proclaim him the possessor of 
a bivad-stained throne? What, if William bad been re. 
peer d, where would have been the divine right of his sons, 
who adios him disgraced the Muglish throne. They would 
have beew the i vassals of the King of France, and te ects 
instead of soveretgns. ‘Thus the success of ove bultle gave 
a divine right to the successors of a robber, and the captains 
of an inyading army were created noblemen, forsooth! and 
tie progenitors of an assembly born in hereditary succession 
the levislators of England! ‘To what a polluted stream duce 
the fountain of honour owe its origin ? 

Power is thus always to be traced to the democracy. It is 
the inherent quality of the multitude :—- 


their successors :—nay, they 


C 
[,« 


Superior virtue, wisdom, might, 
Create and make the ruler’s right :— 
So reason must conclude :— 
Then THINE it is to whom belong, 
The wise, the virtwous, and the strong 


Turice sacrnep MULTITUDE!!! 


Man never yet came fashioned into king, or lord, from 
the hands of his maker. Man is the Aiéghest title that 
heaven can bestew; and to make one king, or one lord, 
many must be degraded, for the individual cannot be 
raised, ‘The depende nce ‘of these self.constituted authori- 
tics proves the unfounded nature of their claims. If there 
were one individual stamped with inherent rights supe- 
rior to all the rest, his rights would have some evidence of 
their existence in reality. If heaven had intended to make 
hereditary kings, or hereditary lords, it is probable from the 
amazing design evidenced in every particle of the creation: 


THE I 


and lords would have been as well adapted to 
their several WEETONS as spiders are to catch flies, even 
had they been designed to live by r, Dut 
superiors of the creation, can do votiing without the peo. 
ple. Do they wish to oppress or plunder the peaple? 7 Rey 
must employ the people to oppress and | plunder themsetye 

Would they ‘y revel in splendid walaves $ The people must 
be the architects, the decorators, aud i 
the expence. Would they assume domiaton oth: 
countries? ‘The peopte must array themselves for the bat. 
tle, and ran the hazard of the attempt. Without the peo. 
ple, whom they aiiect to despise, tac splendid pupnets would 
fall like the image of Dagon to the ground. and rise 
more. ‘The people in’ America contrive to do pretty well 
with kings, lord They might do better perhaps 
with ney their /avehler, and 


that Aiugs 


slauoht these 


»° 
A 


over 


no 


rye or 


provoke 


them; for ¢t would 
laughter wastes the spleen, and assists the circulation of the 


muiimal spirits, Eut what could Avags do withuut the peo. 
pie. though the people cau make and unmahe Kings as 
fast as they please, the monarch has a very limited capacity 
of sitoielins people; and if iis subjpeets were all of his own 


too trifling to render him 


oT e 
SprGs. 


lorniiay ; his territories would be 
lic es to any but his own of) 
No race of hivgs, no tribe of having eve 
created by heaven, then surely at fiberty to ta 
them, and to treat them as men; and to respect them only 
wiile they respect the laws, to whieh ktugs, and 
commons should be Yet again 
ir 


equally obedient, 
arises anether Question, should be the only 


lords, r been 


we are 


| ost 
OTUs. 
|. . 
28 bt Ae 


The] 


iws W hic hh 


voverners ia civilized sadicty: must be ordained by some 
party : and the right of or laws is the resait of the 
power of those who are to be verned by them. The 


people thea must erda/n, or sanction, all just laws :-—uor 
are the peuple bouud to obey Jaws to which they have not 
assented. Qn this ground America resisted and overcame 
the authority of England; and the monarch, aristocracy, 
and lesislature of this country ratified the justice of that 
resistance, by concluding a treaty of peace with the United 
States, as an tndepcndent and sovereizn authority. Utis 
trie that if the monarchy of England could have conquered 
America, the Ame ricans might ha ave been punished as rebels, 

But this oniy proves that the reasoning of monarchy in 
most cases has no reason or gustice for its basis; but that 
itis something as various and as ineonstant as the sun-beam 
upon the blade of the falchion with which alone it can jus. 

tify its wsurpations. The swceess of the American resist- 
ance could ueither add to, or detract from the gusiice of her 
eatise ;—she announced principles which would have beca 
immortal, had America falien :—bDut she happily succeed. 
ed, and established a living argument in favour of resist. 
ance to usurpation, which can never be lost upon the 
world. She did still more. America has demonstrated 
the fallacy of the Kuropean system of policy. She has im- 
proved upon the democ racy of the old world, and presented 
to the astenished ¢ yes of Murope a republic , that even in 
its childhood bid dedance to all the power of the richest, 
most corrupt, aud most powerful of the monarchies of 
ihe day :—and in its youth it has wrested from our grasp 
the ident of the sea, and shamed our veteran soldiers 
onthe laud, Yet Amefica is not fifty years old, America 


paymasters of 
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has neither king, nor lerd. nor priest. She has neither na. 
tional altars, Nor National temples, nor a ee throne. 

She reposes ouly upouw the majesty of a people, jcalous of 
their rights, aware of the value of their freedom, ¢ a armed 
by every motive of hoveur and happiness to defend them, 
What ¢ motshaliassail ber? whe sh vl preteud that heaven 
has given hima divive réighf to plant there the standard of 
usurpation and hypocrisy 2? What if a rafhan soldier, with 
his band of robbers, were numerous and daring enough to 


defying heaven, and 
ihe réightofa 


assauit and conquer their diberties, by 


outragins all the Laccs of man. should acquire 


monarch aver the United States. Would not such aman 
bather most the gibbet er the scaffold. Yet few kings can 


boast a fter ‘nal dle to the crowns they wear than 
such a robber would acquire, ‘Thi ‘hem have been 
only cunning enguch to obtain by fraud what the worst have 


DIP). 


, 
ane 


best of 


SOULE (J by force, VV e see hawhere go? Frere i// aU th MLE-SO lem rm 
and unbiased election of the p rople, Wile h alone can give 
justice to the claims of a government, and validity to the 
tite of a governor. Such @ circumstance indeed ceuld 


hard!y occur, A nation, zovse enough to know tts rights, 

Wisht hesitate even to trust them in other hands than its 
’ . ’ ) _ ’ . . 

own. Cortaindy such a nation would not consign them with. 


security, titco Gre keeping of am heredilary race, 
hose intelieet, disposition, or capacity, it could have 
no coutroul. bt would confide thom only to the keepiag of 
the daics ys and those laws would not be left at the merey of 
a inns, who pight be ignorant or caretess ; or al the dispo. 
sal of a kk sistature which might be both; and what would 
be worse, corrupt into the bargain. 

Suppose a consfable of a parish were fo take tt into his 
head that —that his coadjutors ia the watch. 
house formed an efficient pocrage, cut et which he had com. 
posed his iministry :-—-and that bis night-capped watchmer 
were helmetted soldiers: —and suppose him, presuming 
either upon his force, or upon the indolence, or carclessuess 
of the parish, proceeding to levy ributions at every 
house :—suppose Chis, and you will have a tolerable idea of 
the réch? and tithe of an arbitrary monarch—or any arbi. 
trary authority that prostitutes itself to injure those whony 
it was desizned to protce#, Such a constable would have as 
good a right to levy wee ppp aces on the parish, as William, 
the Norman robber, lad ty ievade England. Such acon. 
stable would have as fed a title to his toxes as Charles l@ 
his ship-money : or as any won-tnstidute d,or perverte d au. 
thority, has to impose laws on, o take moucy from the 
pockets of the people :—and if this watchmen with lanterns 


out rood 
over W 


he was henge: 


Cowl 


ort 


and staves could overpower the parish, as a standing 
army Of mercenaries can sometimes titimidate a nation, 
the constable might act as safe/y, and he certainly would 


The constable, how 
would probably be 


as an arbitrary hing. 


act as honestly ; 
hansed. ‘The king 


ever, might be 
adored, 
It is unnecessary 


to enter into any examinetion of the 


nature of that power which is directly derived from the 
people. ‘Phe representative, however he may acl agains€ 


the people, is obliged to confess that he derives his power 
from them, even while it is perfectly evident that he does 
not; im the same manner us againsd acl evidence, he asserts 
that he is acting for the interest of dhe people. Perhaps he 
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nay mean the interest of the people who sent him there :— 
Courtiers, it is said, do not consider the people as the ua. 
tion; with them the state is confined (o (he calyinet : and they 
svould as soon think of associating the k tee and his horses, 
as the king and the working population. So Members of 
Parliament. may pe haps deem themselves and their patrons 
as all that is ** valuable or disnified in the realm; and 
think the people only so many pack-horses, upon whose 
backs it may be occ asionally very conyenicnt to ride. But 
who thinks of thanking a pack-horse! fe may get a little 
extra straw: ifhe is quick in his paces, and very quiet in his 
harness: but he inust not expect to taste the corn, He must 
rar carry that for his masfer. Yet it is some consolation 
fiat these gentlemen c ie scend to tell us that they repre. 
seat the people. This is ve ry charitable on their px arts. and 
hes much christian fer ility ; for to look at them, so 
plump, sleek, well. ty: and well caparisoned, and to hear 


them say that they are the representatives of such a ragged, 
halfestaurved, hungry pil as the mass of tie people too fre. 


ati! ic ree | tion to the mite {? rable, 
oe their re presen. 


sbeiainges 4 ate, Must bea greats 
who muy be hard! y able to compre hend hoi 3 


4 


fatives should be so very unlike themsclvc 


‘ateful, and not ingnisitive. People 
who are curious cnough to listen, seldom hear themselves 
praised : and the benetits derived from present systems 
government exist much better in imagination thanin reality. 
A knavish priest to rob a poor wretch of his last meal, will 


But people should be g: 


tell him to think of the yoys of heaven, and dream himself 


aifo future bliss. Monarchs 
thing cither of present or future happiness. But they threa. 
ten those with zcorse whe are not content with bad, and 
open prisons for arguments; aud shew the graves of the 
dead as dreadful monitors to "the living, that power once 
suffered to be usurped is not abandoned by the possessor, 
while the apathy of sufferance is perpetuated among the 
peopie, 


indeed seldom promise any 


The force, the direct force of tyranny is not here to be 
apprehended, ‘The peupte have so often risen, ** dreadful in 
their might,”? to assert the rights of man, that the experi. 
ment of direct hostility on the part of a monarch is not to 
be expected. The fatal consequences of such an attack are 
teo obvious even to the eyes of the most ignorant. ‘The 
people of this country are not now to be lashed to the 
“heels of state, and goaded on by whips and scourges. 
‘This however has been attempted here, and is still the com- 
mon practice almost all over the Continent. In) England 
that condition is happily gone by, and yet we have been 
hardly gainers by the removal of that evil. While the peo- 
ple could not be openly subdued, the subjugation has been 

“ffected by other means. We have defled and defeated the 

divine right of monarchs :—we have limited the preten. 
sions and the power of our aristocrac y:—but we have suf- 
‘cred a power to arise, and to sap the foundations of our li- 
berty unsuspected’, and animolested. The dazs of the coun. 
try have beeg tmperceptidly altered, by an authority always 
working inytve dark, and endeavouring silently to obtain 
what never could have been forcibly wrested from the peo- 
yfe, ‘That power is the CORRUPTING FACTION— 
‘he BONOUGHMONGIEURS-—who hold our liberties in 


of 
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their purse strings, and barter them away at pleasure for 
their profit. 

Will after-ages believe that the people who resisted the 
presumptuous pretensions of a monarch to make — 
to levy taxes, would have sutiered a few obscure and Isic 
nificant individuals to purchese and exercise the rive of 
selling the powcr of making laws to any one ‘nie muy 
think proper to by? Yet wader the British system oi re. 
presentation, this as virtually and actually the case. ‘The 
power that should reside in the nation—which it is pre. 
tended does so reside in the people—is in the hands of mei 
who have no common interest with the people, e" who 
have exercised, and who continue to exercise it, to 
énjury of the people! And yet they are suttere ae to Pedi 
this power! a power which they themselves are far 
ashamed of, that they always cover its exercise under ihe 
pretended form of an ELECTION, although it bear no 
greater resemblance to an eleciion, than the owl to the eat 
After having defeated the Zion, and tied up the woli. we 
are at last cheaied by the monkey.—and our hoard ha: 
been stolen from us while we were sleeping after the fatigue 
of the battle. It is certainly now time for the nation to 
decjare that it has déscovered tae theft, and that it ts deter. 
mined upon the recovery of tue stalen g The great 
lords of the Borougi system must no longer be permitted 
to wear the stolen plumage of the nation, Let every maa 
seize his feather, the right of election, and turn thes 
chat.ering jays back into the wood, in their own dress, 
What infamy, what shame, is it for a people to sit down 
under such a mockery of represcotation? A representauen 
not counected with any natural basis of representation! 
A representation equally distinct from property. integrity. 
and talent! A represeatation too often only distinguished 
by the venality of the fancied electors and the wickedness 
of those who are elected ! 


or 


iti 


SO 


vuds, 


In our present system ¢éhe people, who ought to possess 
all the power, POSSESS NONE. The majority of the 
population have no more controul over, orinterest in, the 
laws passed in England, then those enacted in China, ‘The 
king is out of the question, when popular rights are on the 
tapis. Ilis situation, at best, renders him neutral, No 
king ever had, or ever can have, any predilection to en- 
crease or to preserve a popular right. in addition to this 
the King of England can do no wrong.—consequently he 
cau do nothing. The ministers seein pledged against 
popular rights, and public liberty. ‘They are the open enc. 
mies of both, if their conduct forms any clue to their 
opinions. ‘The House of Lords will do nothing for the 
preservation of democratic rights. In good faith, ticy 
have cnough to doin the protection of their own privileges. 
Their own business is quite enough for them, And the 
House of Commons! oh! what a House of Commous it 
is! a House of Commons returned by afew wealthy peers! 
atfouse of Commons controlled by, and serving the inter. 
ests of one hundred and fifty-four persons, Many of them 
members of dic aristocracy, and by luic, declared income 
petenteven lo interfere in the election of members to serve 
in parliament! Is not this an excellent participation of the 
covernment? isnot this obeying liws, whieh 
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the peopl’ are parties to enacting? Ts not this a competent 
LTouse to hold the purse-strings “ot the nation 2 nothing so 
ridiculous has ever yet been e ‘xhibited in the political world, 

There has been wickedness enongh transacted in all its 
divisions, but such gross folly was reserved for the brave, 
the free, "the enlic hte ned Knglishman! No other conntry 
could have suffered, even for an hour, a deception so gross, 

andso fatal. T here is some apology to be made for sub. 
mission to an overwhelming force ;—but none whatever 
foran act of such egregious folly as pretending to take any 
interests, or to repose any confidence in a body, so essenti- 
ally diflering from what it pretends to be, and so opposed to 
what it was designed to be. ‘That in one or two instances 
there are really elections, avails nothing to the people, 
while in éhe majority there are none. Que or two repre- 
seutatives of the people can do little more than help to 
perpetuate adelusion. The arguments, speeches, and finesse 
of the debates in the House of Commons give an appear- 
ance to deliberations which do not exist. They may im- 
pose upon the credulous and the ignorant, but they are 
known by the wise to be useless and unmeauing, ‘That 
House has its own motives fo pursne—but those motives are 
not the interests of the people, with whom it has, it can 
have, no community of interests, ‘The question then 
arises! how far are the people bound to obey the decision, 
and enactments of an assembly ef this nature! This will 
be answered ditlerently, as timidity, prudence, or policy, 
preponderate on the minds of those called upon to make 
the response: but we shall all surely agree that to reform 
that house, make it ought to be-—-what it pre- 
fends to be—the representation of the people is an object 
worth pursuing at ali hazards, as the present salvation, and 
future happiness of the people depends entirely on its 
SUCCESS, 


—_t0 What it 
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TO ALBIO® 


Muse of old Albion! in whose deep ton'd Ivre 
Dwell the recording songs of lasting fame,— 

Thou, that dost cleanse by thy eclestial fire, 
From earthly dross the patriot’s holy same, 

And lift it into glory 
Re 


Sing of our fathers,—their bofd manly words, 


a 
¢ 


ee, a ee 
-_— Vai ! orise '—- 


Ther still more manly daring, and the prize 


bd 7 , , . ° . 
Of Freedom’ won by their victertous swords-— 


For the old beldam, tyranny, is rife,— 


And shall our tip turn siave and kiss the rod! 


} ' 


Ours of the land that eave a Milton life, 


The land of Sida y’s heart. and Hampden’s strife '— 


NO, Muse of Ailton! tread we as they trod, 
And our high cause conte in our orotecting Goa! 
J b A. 
ent. 72 F 


flock, 
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To the Lditor of the Black Dwarf. 


om ~~ 
ae 


Barclay-court, 
Lighti Month, Msi, 


iW, oy ax-da 
Fiiend Dwarf, osu 
Be'st thou black or white, green or yellow, methinks Lnow mut speak 
with thee, Thy long- winde d acquaintarce, who styles himself Anricn ‘s 
is by tar foo prolix in his propose d prayer to an carthly princes; a subjecé, 
thou must well know, for which the heads of or ir fraternity protess 5 
little respect, that dheir fats even remain unmoved in the piesence of 
majesty ibvelf. The people, called by the protane, Quakers, have 
nevertheless, firnimess enough to worship im their hearfs the almighty 
Lord of Hosts, the King of ‘Kings alone, though, as sojourners in the 
valley of tears, T must confess to the e, that our spirits are often mored by 
that great omnipotent god, yclept by scoffers, manonon. Under suci 
powerful influence, the miad of thy Jellow sufferer from evactions, past, 
present, and fulure, is induced (o iwdite a good/y thing, namely, a formnrla 
of petition, agaiust the accursed income or property fave mune shorte: 
than Aimicus’s lengthy supplication on behalt ot suspended captives, aun 
more generally palatable to a!/ classes then the déampden nope ever 
can prove in defence of civil and religious freedom, in these cays « 
venatity and sellishness, were iteven curtailed to six lines. 


To The Honourable the House of Commons, the humble petition of ure 
twenty (or den when found more practic able and convepient) inhab: 
tants of whose names are undersigned, 


Humbly sheweth, 
** That we are not represented in your Honourable House, as indivi 
duals, directly or indirectly, having no vote nor thr s hadow of one ie 
election for a sing/e representative member in your House, to guard ons 
lives, liberties, characte r, and properties from injury ; "the reby lan 
and other impositions, @ireetly and indirectly, affecting us, aud 
* enacted without our consent; a situation which may becowe slave ; 
** buat cannot be consistent with the spiritot freencen or Magna Charta 
we, therefore, protest against passive sudinission to Ubcoustitutiona! 
confiscations and loans, more especially to the most oppressive of the 
‘S whole, inceme tares of every kind. In reason and justice the deh 
miscepresenied as national, should be discharged by those who dnecurre 
* it, through ¢heir real responsible aliornies, Such eb geae only haves 
* ee raped the whole glory and profit of asuccesstul and expensive was s 
** they, and not we, showld therefore be compelled to de fray, in tle sub 
** sequent ye ace, all charges, from their own ample resow rees and funds, 


vay > 


* having alone had dona fide represe ntatives in your Honourable Tlowse, 
** to deve nd both their person and properties on alloceasions. Under 
** these impressions we fanily trust, that the Minister of the Crown wit 


** never be permited by Parlianent to renew the property tax, howeve: 
modified, on any pretence whatever, and, asin duty bound, weslal 
humbly pray, &e.” 


. 
©. 


ye Fee | eable 


Ll need not tell thee, little friend! that the brethren are a 
bute 


who can déeaf on the flanks and in rear of the comrion herd, 
fou meek to tace the great Shepherd in van, with a comp hai ANd 
Arecing dumb avaimals like us; we may, notwithstanding our proverbial 
Hainibey, still pucour names on papers drawn up by our fellow subypects 
though net aliogether in the plain style of dhe society. ‘This ts the true 
reason of my borrowing certain misplaced phrases of. honourable, &e. 
from Ciine other praying correspondents, who of course will speedily 
form an overwhelming majority in ime nation, at pret nt on the vers 
brink of being duyed alive. Thou wilt be accusing me, by this time, ot 


/ 


the very offence committed by other which disp aus ‘dome. € shati 
therefore, sclf condenined, close wy epis tle with a cordial wish that ati 
who are ateatd of Jong arenes in power wil take dime by the forclock, with 


pendo baad, in imitation of thee and thy tricud, 
Swonrt SHANKS, 


‘ 
= 





GREEN BAG CORRESPONDENCE. 


( N O. 9.) 
of SPKRECH 
Delivered ata late Public Meeling 


Philosophers and Christians! Friends of man 

Polighten’d and bhumane,—for such alone 
Would congregate in this our fightcous cuuse- 
feoue toutter im your @ars a truth 
Winch tve-aud-thirty-sears of deep research, 
“bedi th indelibly 

Apres ‘duponimy mid, A truth which veer 
its time or circumstance wilh be cras d 


N Sp amine, haa 
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You are- but rot you only, for your sires 
From Adam duwnward to the present day, 
Were all the sume—you and your senators, 
Your priests, your sages, and yoor magi-trares 
A stupid herd of most egregious fools |! 
Dull drivelling ideots and woo struck wadmen!! 
Think not L flatter, my enlighten’d friends 
(For friends t still would call you, though your hands 
Were arin’d tor giy destruction) b would noup tt 
Extenoate vor set down aught in malice.” 
With philanthropic ieelings & bave long 
Witness’d the scenes of vice and airery 
in which that lying, drunken, thievisk crew, 
Y'clep’d the lower orders, are immers’ d, 
1 wish to comfort and reoxoral/ze 
The ragged wretches 3 buf he potent causi 
Which has reduced tiem to the slate you sea, 
I leave to maddening demagogucs to trace ! 
I have couceived, wy philanthropic irieads, 
The most stupendous plan thatevcr sprung 
rom mortal covitation; such a plan, 
That the combin’d exertions of the world 
Would fail to circumventit! Lo! the Dove 
Quits now the ark for ever. aud the boude 
OF vice and tyranny, and superstition, 
Are burst asuuder, ne’er to re-unite, 
But I will vot on your benighted eyes 
Pour the fall splendour of meridian day 
With sudden glare—who lays the frozen hind 
Before the blazing furnace? who would place 
Luxurious cates abundant in the reach 
Of him whom famine had well-nigh destroy ’d ? 
Who scatters pearls —but quitting metaphor, 
Vib suit my audivors with homelier phrase. 
Those hair-brain’d fools, the poets, oft have sung 
That happiness resides not in the haunts 
Of busy men; but ina ** Cottag’d vale.” 
With Health and Industry. Alas! my friends, 
Those cots are dens of vice and misery; 
Their inmates are deform’d with every crime 
And every want that human natare kuows. 
‘The pig, the home-brew'd ale, the cow, the porch 
With woodbdine deck’d, the jarmine bow’r, and all 
The sweets that once the coltager enjoned, 
Are wrested from his graspr—NO MAVTER ROW, 
flis wife and children are alone bis own 5 
And whether they in rags and wretchedness 
Count the slow-passing moments, or by death 
Be taken from bin, be must still be wretched, 
Hor strange to utter these dmvnoral brutes 
Vie even with princes in parental iove 
And conjugal atiection ! 
These sad evils 
My glorious plan will speedily remove. 
Death may, perchance, be impudent enough 
To peep within my barrack-walls, but lo! 
Affection never shall be blighted there. 
Like Doctor Last, 1’ll amputate the toe 
Lo cure the corn--the cuildren PE propose 
To separate whilst living from their friends, 
And ’scape the pang of losing them by death. 
All men and twonien too, though you may smile, 
Th these co-operating villages 
Shall live in bonds of universal love ! 
The happy mourner, smiling through his tears, 
When the grim archer takes Ais rid away, 
Shall tiod himself surrounded by a throng 
OF! beateous, fender, syinpathising triends ; 
Oh! earthly paradise ! and if a thought 
Of other worlds stiould steal across lis brain, 
Then shall my Jitde chapels open wide 
Theiy philosophic portals, and proclaim | 
The blessed intluesce of ** no Religion,” — 
(murmurs) 
Start not my friends—lay prejudice aside, 
This trivial poiat must be conceded me ; 
Tis unimportant, a mere bagatelle 
Vo minds like yours—we must ditest ourselves 
Of all Religion, Christian and profane ; 
Write oo our hearts with philosophic pea 
(As the renown’d Grimaldi whilem did, 
Upon his outward portal, when the town 
Was herritied by Gordon's lawless mob) 
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Write no religion, —'tis from thatand law 

Spring half the miveries which affict mankind,* 
Your bi-hops and your ministers of state, 
Although Lovwme them for Committee-men) 
Deserve a Newgate-cell and double jrons. 

(1 know their lordships’ goodness will excuse me. ) 
But, to the purpose. Pailosophie frieads, 

Have LT the siguet of you approbation? 

(Butthot lh heed not, tor your opposition 

Will only gicase the wheels of my machine.) 
You smile assept—yroceed me theu to vote 

Some short resolves; First, that most dire distress 
Pervades this reaim of England; but the cause 
Aiust not Le touched by us 





( Loud murmurings. ) 


The meeting breaks up in confusion 


* ‘© Bhough this be madness, yet there’s method in’t.”’ 
SHRAKESPEARK, 


September 10, 1817. 








STATE THEATRICALS. 
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New Casting of the School for Scandal, for the ensuiitg 
season, 


Sir Perer Trazer........e--. The Great Fum Ham. 

Sir OLIVER SURFACE,......... Jobo Bull. 

Josern SURFAGE.,........---+- Lord - 

CHARLES SURFSCB occ... eeeeee One wanted, NB. Plenty of. rakes 
in the Company, but none /ek-'g to 
be reformed, or with any principles. 
Mr. c gy is rehearsing the pari, 
if no other can be found. 

Nir. Vausottart, 

Lord Saintly. 

Mr, G————— g, if a Charles canbe 
found, 

CRAMTORER .ccscccce sxanccs» S208 Bete, 

BACKBITE ....--.-e.++eee-e- Notagreed who shall have it; several 
cundidates. 

An Old Lady frem Chancery-lane, 

One expected from Ltaly. 

Auempwnt Archbishop. 

To be borrowed for the evening, the 
company having no represeutauve 
for modesty. 








Moses e*en*t*teee eevee Se 6268 89 8 9 
CE cee h ct hekete~nk beeen 
‘Frie + @@eee#2eeseees eseeeeeenwre ee 


Lapy SNRERWELL....-cseces: 
Re by! eee 
Mas. CANDOUR ....ceccwsccces 
NN SEPT T OCTET Cre 


Messrs, Oliver; Castles. Richmond, Reynotds. and severz¥other pro- 
fesssonal gentiemen will shordy appear in first-rate characters, before 
the new-dropecurtain is withdrawn, 





TO CORRESPONDEN'PS. 
~ aa 


The Sketches of. the Russian Empire will form an article for our 
next sumber. : 
A) 
We can only repeat to many of our Correspoiidenats that we wi 
attend to them as earty as possibie 
ee 


Se ornare a names ~ oe ST al 
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